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OM  South Africa recently merged with 
Pro Christo Global Missions,  a mis-
sions movement based in Zambia. This 
gives us another 130 workers in Zambia 
and other parts of Africa as far north 
as Chad. It is a big step for OM South 
Africa.

In Special Projects we are especially 
standing with them to supply large 
amounts of literature. We are already 
preparing to send an entire container 
of books from the USA and large 
shipments from India.  

The Football World Cup is coming to 
South Africa in 2010 and they really want 
to be ready. This is a great example of the 
partnership we in Special Projects have 
with teams and fields in and out of OM all 
over the world.  

August 2009:  I am writing this from Pretoria, South Africa, where we have our South 
African training ministry base. Not far away is the Southern Africa Area office 
under Francois Vosloo.  We are coming from Zambia where we spent 10 strategic days.   

For special prayer
I want to ask prayer for Lizyanet Berry   
whose husband, Colin, and 11 year-
old daughter, Rachel, were killed in a 
car accident near Fargo, North Dakota 
on August 11. They were from Canada 
and were preparing to return to the 
Middle East. Who can understand 
these  things?   

We were only beginning to recover 
from the death of 18 year-old Mike 
Knight when this news hit us. I realize 
some of you may not know that the 
son of Mark and Kathy Knight, who 
work with OM ships, died in his sleep  
on August 1. The funeral took place 
ten days later and was a powerful 
event.  The whole family, including 
Mike’s sisters Akila and Laura, seem 
to be very strong in God.

Special Projects partnership
One of our greatest partnerships is with 
the OM Ship ministry.  We are supplying 
tens of thousands of books and Bibles 
to the ships. We want them to give away 
certain key books, especially to leaders, 
and the only way to do this is by sending 
very large quantities. 
Already this year I have taken over 230 
meetings—more than at this time last 
year—and have many more meetings  
ahead  in France, Belgium, the UK, and 
USA. I will be in the United States for 
a whole month from September 20, 
including a short time in Vancouver, B.C.  
My new helper Drew (read his article on 
page 2) will be with me. 
Austin, who worked with me last year, has 
left OM and will soon be in Sweden.  He 
was an outstanding helper and friend. 
Thank God that Sara Wiens, who assisted 
Drena last year, received her visa and will 
return in September. Drena is swamped 
with work at this time.        

Special Matching Fund
We now have a large matching fund especially 
in connection with our Leadership Training and 
Development emphasis around the world.  The 
potential is huge. Please pray about making at 
least one gift to the  ‘Special Match’.  It will be 
doubled by these dear partners and friends.  
We would be very thankful if you can share this 
with others.  

Summer 2009

Thank you, as always, 
for your partnership in 

all we are doing



Peter Mead, here seen 
preaching on Logos 
Hope, is excited.

Cor Deo is coming 
together!  Cor Deo 

(“a heart for God”) is a six-
month mentored study 
and ministry training 
programme that Peter plans to launch in 2011.  Peter will be part 
of a team of mentors offering a unique training opportunity for 
men willing to dedicate six months to the experience—three 
days of study each week, followed by practical ministry in the 
UK and overseas over the 
weekends.  Cor Deo aims 
to launch participants 
into a lifelong pursuit 
of God’s heart through 
study, growth and 
ministry.  Pray for Cor 
Deo as plans take shape 
for the programme. 

Talking to 

DRENA

The whole world knows what 
George Verwer is doing. But how 

many know what Drena is doing? I 
went to their home to find out. Over 
a nice cup of tea in the garden I asked 
Drena to tell me about her work. 
Drena started to keep George’s database 
about 20 years ago. Their children had just 
left home and it helped ease the ‘empty 
nest syndrome’. Today there are many 
thousands of addresses to keep track 
of: those who receive the Verwer family 
letter, the Special Projects and London 

newsletters—and many, many ex-OMers, 
school friends (mostly George’s) and 
business contacts. 

This is not just a job for Drena. It is a 
passion. Behind every address is an 
important person whom George and 
Drena do not want to lose contact with. 
Drena gets really upset when details are 
lost. One lady whose address she had 
been looking for since 2003 recently 
contacted George on Facebook and gave 
her address. Drena was so excited she 
immediately wrote her an email. 

All returned letters are carefully processed. 
Mary Brinkley helps twice a week. Drena 
calls her ‘my DVD’ – Drena Verwer’s 
Detective. She spends many hours trying 
to trace ‘lost’ people. Who has not been 
thrilled to get an unexpected personal 
note or a phone call from George? Well, 
some of those addresses or phone 
numbers have been traced by diligent 
detective work. And the people behind 
the addresses are being prayed for!

As I enter Drena’s office, a garage 
converted by son Ben, I realise that I can’t 
begin to understand Drena’s work load. 
Bundles of papers cover every available 
space, mingled with family photos and 
memorabilia. Next to her laptop is a stack 
of 500 email printouts with information 
to be added to the database. On his way 
from Zambia to Pretoria George had 300 
emails. Any changes of address will land 
on Drena’s desk. 

Drena uses an old tailor-made system 
that nobody else in the world is using. 
Every week she transfers the changes by 
memory stick to the 8 other computers 
that are part of the administration. She 
can’t cope with the thought of upgrading 
to a modern system.

She loves her work but, when asked what 
is her greatest joy, she answers with-
out hesitation and with a big smile: ‘My 
grandchildren’. Drena was diagnosed 
with a heart condition two years ago 
and now finds it very difficult to travel 
with George. But when you are blessed 
by a letter or a phone call from George, 
do remember Drena faithfully by her 
computer enabling George to keep in 
touch with so many of you.

Kerstin Wakely talks to Drena Verwer

  Hello!  
My name is 
Drew Letzerich
I was born in southern Oregon 
and raised in San Antonio, 
Texas.  I’ve been at the Moody 
Bible Institute for the last four 
years so I like to call Chicago 
my home now.  
The Lord truly got hold of me when I was midway through 
a US Air Force enlistment in 1998.  Dissatisfaction with the 
world and mentoring by older, godly men was the key.  
Since then I have had a strong desire to make disciples.  
This has led to various missions and ministries, both 
locally and abroad, for the last 11 years.  I first met George 
Verwer at CM2007 in Busan, South Korea.  110 nations were 
represented as he proclaimed liberty in Christ.  
The Lord worked divine appointments and it is an honour 
to now be serving George as he labours toward every tribe, 
nation and tongue.  I’m looking forward to helping and 
learning as much as I can, so I can likewise be a resource for 
the Church.  Yours in Christ, Drew.

A heart 
for God

The Mead kids



         “This book    
touched my life”

The family celebrates Jonathan’s wedding in August

Pam continues as George’s Chief 
Financial Officer and manages Special 
Projects for him. She works from Deal 
and travels to Forest Hill once a week.

Andrew is married to Sharon. They 
have four children and live in Swindon. 
Jonathan just got married to Sam, who 
has two boys (see picture above). And 
Suzie continues to thrive, living in 
special accommodation with a certain 
degree of independence.

Dave and Pam White
from Deal to the world 

“George sent me to Deal (on the south 
   coast) because of my chest,” says Dave.  

     “With my asthma it was hard for me 
to breathe inside the M25 around 
London due to the pollution. Then a year 
later he challenged me to find a building 
to serve as a Book Unit. 

“We opened the 
book warehouse 
in 2000. Many 
thousands of 
books are sent 
out every year 
from Deal to 
every corner of 
the world.”

Dave White chooses 
Outline Study of the Bible 

by William Evans

This book explained the Bible to me in 
easily understandable chunks. I was on 
my own as a Christian in the Air 
Force in 1960 and I had been really 
challenged about commitment to 
Christ by Roger Forster, an officer at 
RAF Locking where I was posted. He 
told me to go away and look at the 
Bible. The book that helped me to do 
that was William Evans’ Outline Study 
of the Bible, published by Moody 
Press.

“This book 
changed my life”

Outline Study  of the Bible is out of print, 
but Great Doctrines of the Bible 
by William Evans is still available

Gerry Davey is moved by 
The Unquenchable Flame 
by Michael Reeves (IVP)

After a helpful opening chapter on the 
medieval background to the Reformation, 
Reeves gives balanced assessments of 
the contributions of Luther, Zwingli, 
Calvin and the UK reformers. An intriguing chapter 
follows on the Puritans—‘The Reformers of the Reformation’—
and the final chapter asks, ‘Is the Reformation Over?’ A useful 
timeline and extensive Further Reading list completes a very 
readable and helpful volume.

Melanie Mead was blessed by 
Nurturing the Nations: 
Reclaiming the dignity of Women 
in building healthy cultures 
by Darrow Miller with Stan Guthrie 

This book deals with “three seemingly very 
different subjects: women, poverty, and world-
view” — an outstanding study of why false beliefs 
about women lead to poverty in cultures.  If you 
want to learn more about what the Bible teaches 
about women, their value and their unique role, 
this is a great book for you!  I also have learned 
a lot about the suffering that many women in 
the world face every day simply because of 
their gender.  The author shows that most Biblical 
truth (including the teaching about women) is found in the 
“radical middle.”  Yes, women are fully equal to men in value, 
but their role in society is very different from men.   A book for 
“anyone interested in studying the role of women in society and 
particularly for those concerned about poverty.”

Debbie Meroff was impacted by
From Jerusalem To Irian Jaya
by Ruth Tucker 

It’s really tough to narrow down the 
choices, but one of the books that has 
had the greatest impact on me would 
have to be From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya 
by Ruth Tucker. Missionary biographies 
have always inspired me, and this book 
is crammed with them! Tucker did a 
superb job in both researching and 
writing these warts-and-all profiles, in 
a style that keeps readers riveted. This 
book is subtitled “A biographical history of Christian 
missions,” and it’s so full of information I like to keep it on hand 
as a reference.  

Sheela Thomas has been inspired by
Walking on Water: 
Reflections on faith and art
by Madeleine L’Engle

Walking on Water is one of those books that 
I dip into when my soul feels dry and I need 
to regain a sense of wonder. It is a beautiful, 
insightful book that explores the relationship 
between spirituality and creativity. L’Engle 
views the process of creating as ‘an 
incarnational activity’, calling the reader to 
create in order to become ‘fully alive’.  An excerpt:
“We are hurt; we are lonely; and we turn to music or words, and 
as compensation beyond all price we are given glimpses of the 
world on the other side of time and space...  But we are meant to 
be real and to see and recognize the real.  We are all more than 
we know, and that wondrous reality, that wholeness, holiness, 
is there for all of us, not the qualified only.”
This book shouldn’t be read solely by those who see themselves 
as “creative”, for ‘our freedom to be creators is far less limited 
than some people would think’.
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Manna House, OM’s 
Hospitality Centre

in Bromley People in need 
of Prayer

Chacko Thomas turned 60 in July. “It has 
been great to look back and give thanks 
to God – the wonder of His ways!

“My (August) visit to India is going well. 
Twelve days in Siliguri were blessed by 
the Lord. I was given most of the time 
to teach the book of Exodus. Most of the 
ministry this time is in Hindi. Many are 
surprised that I can still remember it. The 
Holy Spirit has been my helper.

“God is mightily at work in the hearts of 
Hindus, with many turning to Him. The 
most encouraging news was a telephone 
conversation with a former OMer whom 
I knew well and had lost contact with. 
He has planted more than a hundred 
churches in the Siliguri region.”

Meanwhile, back at home
While Kenny is travelling the world, Bee 
Lee is quietly supporting her husband by 
responding to emails and  sending out his 
recorded messages. Of course she travels 
with Kenny when she can, especially for 
weekend meetings in the UK.
Before joining the Doulos as a single 
woman, Bee Lee spent three years in the 
army and was a sharpshooter. She was 
a keen sports woman with a cupboard 
full of medals. Long distance running, 
sprinting, tennis and table tennis 
have now been exchanged for board 
games with her family. Pray for her health. 
She has health problems that have 
caused her severe pain for several years.

Kenny Gan has been to Greenland each 
year for the last four years. At this year’s 
youth camp, attended by 25 Greenlandic 
young people, 10 or more indicated their 
desire to follow Christ.  “Greenland needs 
the Lord and men and women need 
deliverance from sin, fear and deception.” 

 “Kenny, what are you doing in Greenland?” 

Chacko at 60

Gareth and Malou 
in Pakistan

Gareth and Malou Bolton paid a visit to 
Jhelum and Sargodha, Pakistan, in July. 
That’s Malou, back row, second left, with 
Pakistani girls at Jhelum. Check their web-
site for updated news and itinerary: 

www.garethandmalou.org

Dennis and Carole Clifford
Dennis and Carole have fully handed 
over their responsibility for the schools 
on OM Ships, but it was a highlight for 
them to manage the Teachers’ Seminar 
on Logos Hope in London. Carole is 
battling the spread of cancer. Please 
pray for them and for their family.

David and Judy Stump
David and Judy left for Akron, Ohio, in 
May for what should have been a short 
break and some medical tests. Dave 
has been in and out of hospital, under-
going chemotherapy treatment and 
suffering considerable discomfort. We 
do not know when they will return to 
their valued hospitality ministry in 
Bromley. Please pray for them.

Urgent needs
We still face some urgent needs for 
personnel in the offices at Forest Hill 
and West Wickham.
   Someone to oversee maintenance, 

care and ministry use of properties.

   A caretaker, preferably a family, 
to serve as warden and caretaker of 
the Ministry Centre in Forest Hill.

Please contact Kenny Gan if you 
sense God might be calling you to 
serve with OM in London.

Please note that these are voluntary, 
non-salaried positions


